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The University of Michigan
FUSB EUM OF ANITIRCYOLOGY
Ann Arbor, lMichiga

"ty Dear Josselym:

"seasI am very much impressed with the campaign to raise funds for the
excavation of this extremely valuable site in northern Alabama....lne of our
prime needs in Jdastern inited States archacology is to pin down the date of
the Dalton projectile point complex and Lo also obtain a satisfactory idea of
the general cultural level of the pecovle at that time period....

"As you moy know, a number of Dalton sites, in Northeastern Arkansas,
seem to be associsted with an early channel of the lississippi River....The
difficulty, however, of such open sites is that ther have very little perish-
eble or bone material in them and the opportunity to get such materisls from
the rock shelter is one which should not be missed."

"Sincerely yours
(Signed)
James B. Griffin, Director
Fuseum of Anthropology"

Dr. Griffin, known the world over for his many and great contributions to archaeology,
points up and pins down the specific contribution we can make. As elzborated in our
Jan. issue, the ancient eatchall term "Paleo" must be broken dovm into more specific
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parts hefore it will mean much. One of these parts, as Dr. Griffin puts it, is "the
Dalton projectile point complex".
"One of our prime needs,..is to pin dowm a date...and...obtain a satisfactory idea
of the general cultural level of the peoples, "

The Dalton-leserve projectile point was established as & type by F. G. Meserve, from &
find in association with skulls of an extinect species of biscn, near Grand Island, Ne-
brasks - way back in 1924. Since then, similar points have been found from Cenada %o

Texas, and all the \nv - to the Atlantic - an enormous distribution suggesting an Impor-

tant major complex.

But who was this Dalton fellow who came, who saw, and presumably conquered - to judge
by the way he scattered his cheracteristic projectile DoLnt‘ and typical "Paleo" tools
far and wide? After all these yenrs, he is just omother "missing link" of archacologyt

-

Despite the distribution, no ideal site has heen found from which to obbain 2 sclid

€-14 dating. No good PabltntLon mldoen hqs been excavated from which te learn what
Dalton Lan ﬁu@ T e 1 ae And of course we have identiried no Daslton
skeleton!

(D

Is there eny wonder that Dr. Griffin says our Yorley site provides am opportunity
"which hOu]d not be missed"?

+

HALF A LCAF ¥

!Tl'iltlltttl

And should we miss half the opportunity? Should we supply Dr. Griffin with "halfl a
loaf" for the very special study he 3 "ﬁL Lo make of the perishable materials and
lithic waste from our site? Should we be sabisfied to do a halrf-dig of six weeks

Cur site has many ideel features. The soil is clean. It doesn't mppear to have knowm
a contaminating root for ten thousand vearst There has been little contaminating mois=-
ture seepage. Our botbom midden is clearly separated from the classic Archaic midden
above. There is plenty of charcosl. An uﬁvsuél“v reliable C-~14 date should be obtain-
able ~ which in itself is a rar%t*r. Aaimal bhone 7"’1"(3 ervation is excellent - even to
tiny rodent bones. This is a wonderful place to look for the bones of Dalton Mean him him-
selfl And the good habitation midden - no mere "kill site” thist - should tell the
archaeologists whet Dalfon lan nhad for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and how he lived -
and how blg a stick he used on the vounger generation.

Fow tragic it would be to slice half of a loaf like thati After waiting 37 years for
a good Dalton site, we now at last have the opportunityv of a generation to solve "one
of our prime needs in dastern inited States archaeology"

Should we settle for Just half the bone snd charcoal and general cultural evidence
which archeeologists have been seeking for going on toward half a century? Should we
settle for Eziﬁ;ggijgzgﬁfij¥liind the first skeleton?ititt?

Wor is that all, by any meanst Think of all the future of Almbams's smazing farly Men
archacology! How much of that would go dovm the Tmli-loaf drain? Should we settle for
half the chence to make a really big splash - which might have enough momentum to keep
going? T
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Think of the discouragements if we come up with the lame excuse of "inconclu51ve( )
results"1l4 Contrast that with the impact that total victory would hav? On,thf press,
the people, and even on our own Society members! We cen make this a "tide o
affairs of men" that might well be taken at the flood - if we bust the headllnas.WLde
opren all over the countryiii And we have both an unusually able, and unusually in-
terested, newspaperman in Jim Spotswood to do just that!

= - et e

WE'WE LuARN D T TAT s CANY

. e e g i

The stotistics prove that, beyond any possible doubtt
Five of our members have solicited $1,428.00 outside the Societyl How much might the
other 200=odd members solicitli!i

3 . i E ¢ ome to us
Ten donors-joiners have come through magnificently with (282.00 - but they come N
through the efforts of only five members!

} " wWhat @ s 200 do who
ITwenty-six of our members have donsted or pledged $2,060.00. What can some «
heven't got arcund o donating yet?

‘e have only about $#2,500.00 to got Tt ought to be a cinchi

e S —

If you don't like statistics, take Matt Lively - he is still our best proof that we con!

Lively . e T TR e LY
If we'd all done as well as Matt, we'd have, right now, E}xteen;fhgﬂifﬁg_ﬁgé}_i,
And we haven®t heard that Watt has teckled any rich prospects:

& Jj 1o

ten peop]e for at 1 “ j i c & 1 €1 K ask = nat
rhen w T t a quest:\.onvj],a ire askin N how many members would pledg Fo ; o
e . y rep i i flirmaetvive: U8
: . Hor av ast a dollax jUSb guess how many replied in the affir it it
guessi

1 ‘obi . i irmingheoat  lresi-
. H. Tlolmes, Jr., Mobile; Floyd Anderson, Gedsden; and Dick Humbard, Blri1 gowowo

dent Britt Thompson has caught fire from Matt and is also going after small 1o

Two percent of our membersiiti

They are all meeting with success! latt even gets them by mailt And ?ememﬁ?t .
this is our best way to get a lot of names on our honor roll —‘make this ﬁ::i“
and at the same time give a lot of people a personal interest in archgeology: .4
think they won't stick out their chests and crow when Santa arrives with Dalf?j j“m
sack, and Jim Spotswood spreads him all over the News. fnd they'll be converi: fu
life, with two bucks next year. Let's saturate the community.

And, sure, some of us are dead broke tool And some of our good mem?ers Sl §2éﬂfﬁ?u
great personal expense doing volunteer work for our project - motoring var f“”ux;ﬁ .
week ends, etec. They will get plenty of credit for it, tooc. Bub gosh, please niﬁ: E
your buck. e do want your name, and we can male good use of your dollar. For)?“;¢
glory of the Society, and to firm our brag that "we did it", let's gc?'b ?‘?OSt na‘m('i,,”:
members on that roll of honor. And don't forget That "the widow's mite" may be the
greater honort

: St e st e o e e ok o o e s ok sk s sk s sk o 3 K Sk sk S SR R -
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HOW THE PuCPLE GIVE
It Is lMore Than loney

A

Bill Steele =~ you know Bill = cverybody does ~ went over to Atlanta. ihen Bill gets

on his high horse, that's the way he does :hﬁngs - big operater. At the March meeting
£ the Btham Anthro. Soc. he still hadn't quieted down = going on about the "RED DOG",

Atlanta“s latest rave =~ lineal descendant of the Red Dog of Juneau, Alaska, fame =

only more famous - park your shootin® irons with the bartenders = who are fierce in

Texas longhorn mustachios and part their hair in the middle = almost-free~lunch for a

buck - real player piano to whoop it up in the Malemute Red Dog Saloon - beggﬁgg_gﬁgo

Joe Dale = everybody knows Joe, too - and ought to, seeing they have eaten in his

famous restaurants across two states - the best restaursnts end the best statesi Joe -

if you are one of those few unlucky people who don't know Joe - is really a most unusual
person - we never met anybody who didn't like Jeoe =~ an awful lot.

Well, Bill had been over to see Joe - if they'1ll ever let us get on with our story. And
he came back waving a typical Joe Dale check for our dig - so naturally he acted like he
as still "on tap™i BUu the story ends happily - everybody still likes Joe - and Bill.

to get ahead in snythingl -
it back. And - have you
Il « snother reason we cantt

lrse Helen MceCary Ballard - Atlanta doesn't want Alabama
also sent us a check - from Atlantat - bub we didn’t
guessed? ~ Mrg. Ballard is the gister of our J. H. 1cls
fall ~ with qﬂothur McCary,

Dr. Bob Vork = what is this Pas =Presidant title? - he's a man of the fubure, when ar-
chaeologists all over piteh in to get something done - didn't forget to send ug a {1
check all the way from Morth Carolina - as if we needed Lo be reminded what nice feiks
moved aweyt (But just so our ladies might be gorgeous in those Chemstrand textilest

Charles K. Peacock - big wheel in the Tennessee Society - well, it seems they have all

their archaeological problems licked up that wey ~ no problems at all - so he sends his
good out-of-state money down from Chattanooga to help us outt We sure are glad to hear
the good news up there - and get the benefiti

Dr. Albert Fisher = gosh, we hated to do it to such nice guys as doctors = but you re-
member we published 2 bit on the many doctors who had contributed so mush (brains) to
amateur archacology = snealky, of course, but you know dochors are loaded - but not
smart = they fell for it - our good doctors have been donating like madi Don't feel
too bad about it, though - they!ll get it back = with a few of our crgans for good
measure .

Fatt Lively - yes, we understand, but there's no evading him{ - 18 in the limelight
agaln -~ batteries still fresh - adding two more states to those donating - thlrtan,
though, now - so he'll have to come up with still anothers R

John it. Iletzel, from far Kassachusebbs, proves just what we have been worrying about -
Fatt's a guy you can't get out of your system = they were buddies way back in the old
days of the 167th Infantry - went through hell together for four years and didn't even

ret dlﬂbugfed with e%c% other = so Jolm must he quite a guy too = even as he remembers
Matt as "quite = guy". Yup!
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Vrs. Alan Clow =~ but you would never in the world believe this -~ BEmily Lively Clow =
that mon even has influence with his own sistert Twisted her arm way up in Rhode
Island - even made her send best wishes for our "most interesting dig". That mant

A. 8. Stanford just walks up and hands us cool cash - broke and dishonest as we are =
which is one of the most amazing parts of fund raising ~ bub we are glad to say it is
still deductible, on record with us, Treasurer Spencer, the FPirst National Bank, and
the Bureau of Intiernal Revenue itself. (First time we ever heard sbout these tax
fellows making anybody honestt)

Wo. D. Cosper - everybody is one for the bhook in this issue = a visitor at our Btham
Anthro. Varch meeting - also forced oash upon us - and then admitted he didn't know
anything about our projectt Of course we enquired around to see if, well, you know =
but it is just that the Cospers are awfully nice folks ~ big neclio workers and all
that. e love their big hearts, but we do want them to know enough about archaeclogy
to appreciste their good donation at least half as much 2s we do ~ so We are repaying
their kindness by inflicting some Newsletters on them}

Ir. and lrs. Lindsay C. Smith - now there'!s the smart folks = they took a course of
Tectures on archneology ab Lhe Birmingham Country Club -~ yessirree = so they could know
what their donation was for = smart, but innocent - they didn't know that once you
learn about archaeclogy you are hooked - through the hard part of the jaw. But come

on in -~ what is 1t, now, that loves company?

I'rs, Robert L. Wickham ~ just to prove the hook wonft pull out - sends in her second
donnation ~ withoub any evidence of pain - we haven'ht heard from Mr. Wickham, thougho
And she is an unusual person ~ a chip off the old block himself - C. M. Worley's
daughter!

Vr. James H., White, Jr. - well, we come from that poor but self-respecting stock that
doesn't go for these soak-the-rich and share-the~wealth political schemes -~ theugh

when they are archaeological we do look more favorably on them - and what we sre getting
at is that Mr. White lets us pget our big foot in the door of Hendrix & Mayes, Inc. Boy
oh boyt Right in the First National Bank Building, too, where they make the stuff!
Well, anyway, they'll have a lot of folks wishing them prosperityt And let’s not forget
that these smart business men will have a keen eye to see if we deliver the sclentific
goods in which they are led to "invest" -~ by Jim McCary, hunter and fisherman, both of
whom have been known to enlarge slightly upon the actual facts.

The Birmingham Anthropological Society - hasn't known, or even cared, anything about
parliamentary law since good lir. liorton's days - really came a cropper this time,
though. First, Vice=-President Bill Steele made the motion that we rob our sock Tor

the dig. Second, slvira Hullender, Secretary-Treasurer as far back as we can remem=

ber up until this year, and long enough to know the value of money, and where it doesn't
come from, revolted against all that frugality and said blithely, let's make it a
hundred. President Martin Hullender - guess all that monkey business made him mad -
tock the "aye" vote and refused to take the "nay"i{ It probably isnft quite according
to Robert's "Rules of Order" - but we recommend it.
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Yes, here's where we Jumped the track. And here mipght be where all of change the
course of our lives = bit.

This is March 8, early for Wewslebter but this is -« or was - Deadline month. And we
were up at six this morning - which we call ghastly, not early - and plugging away -
until noon brought the postman and a grand letter from

Bigfus Olafson, Vice-President of our zastern States Archaeological PFederation = and
his big Viking heart had enclosed a second sheck (or third, counting last summer).

And this despite the distressing news thal his wife suffered a heart attack in January,
and though back from the hospital is still confined to the bedi We had one too - or

shall we say we paid for one toc? But we still have enough heart left to share with
such people.

Because, do you know, Sigfus Olafson put his heart into that letter; too, and sent it
along - and in a fine sort of way to remind us that we are, after all, vertebrates -
supposed to have backbones:
"I thirk often about your problems in Alabama and the exciting prospects
that lie before youo...I have concluded that the contribution I sent you for the
work at the Stanfield-Worley site was too small, when its possibilities and im-
nortance are consideredoeos

"This job just has to be done, so why don't you forget about your April 1
deadline and keep right on battling? I feel in my bones that you and your
associates can make the gradeo...and that you will be making one of the major
contributions to the knowledge of man in America."

“Thy heavens, there is our answerd Of course we can make the gradel Ve have four
more months = not o niggardly, Pfrightened three weekst Just tell Dave to go ahead,
all twelve weeks = no, we haven't the money, but by Ned we?ll get ity

HWHAT ARE W ATRAID OF 7

e 3k ok iR SR sk sl of ok S nOE A0k s kK ok

Yie had mentioned something, in a previous letter to Mr. Olafson, sbout his lMother. We
hadn®t had too much Informabtion to go on, and that was scme time ago, and further
dimmed by these hundreds of letters we have been writing lately, and the generally
grand state of misconfusion. Bubt even what little was left about his Mother was big
and fine. And this letter today, after completely derailing and re=-tracking us, went
on to plump out the thin wisps of our memory:

"You mentioned something I had said about my Mother. I am proud of her,
as I presume most men are of their mothers, but particularly because I think
she exemplifies the pioneer spirit that made America. She was a child when the
family came from Iceland, lived briefly in Nove Scotia, then pioneered on the
prairies of Dakota Territory, lived in a sod house for three years....Scon af-
ter she and Dad were married the Indian titles in northern Minnesota were ‘quieted?
and Dad went there and filed on a homestead and built a log cabin and soon af-
terward they moved there, Mother driving the covered wagon and Dad driving the
live stock. The first night they were there the wolwves killed 11 of their 12
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sheep and the next night they got the other one...Pioneering is not as
glamorous as it looks on TVee.o

"Mother is now 88 but still clings to the old farm, spending her summers
there and her winters visiting her children...but she has never accepted any
of the various forms of government bounty or largesse that have been so freely
bestowed on the farmer. She has a fetish for obeying the laws and has never
tried to go beyond fixed crop quotas but merely says: 'It is not right to ac-
cept money for not raising things.'...She has never applied for an old age
pension and I am sure she never will if she lives to be a hundred. Anything
that smacks of charity in any form or implies that she cannot fend for her-
gelf is anathema to her....8he has now about 70 living descendants, all of
whom have been so far eble to fend for themselves and none of whom ever had
a more serious brush with the law than a minor traffic violation,"

Yes, the dim halo of our memory fits Mrs. Olafson like o crowm. We remembered her
like that - and America too. And we ask to share her son's pride in her - as all of
us do - as the fitting symbolic "Mother of Americal,

What are we afraid of in a soft, sheltered day? We won't encounter any sod huts, log
cabins built singlehanded, homesteading in the raw wilderness. We'll suffer no terri-
ble northern Minnesota winters, bearing and rearing children out on the far rim of

the world. The wolves won't get our sheep.

Maybe 1t is our loss. They might strengthen us, through and through = guts to back=-
bone. They might even bestow upon us some of that "unbending code"™ of moral stamina.

But let us homestead a claim to part of our greal American heritage of strength -
and dig that sheltert



